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NOTE: Before purchasing, check with your instructor to ensure you select the correct ISBN. Several

versions of Pearson&#39;s MyLab & Mastering products exist for each title, and registrations are

not transferable. To register for and use Pearson&#39;s MyLab & Mastering products, you may also

need a Course ID, which your instructor will provide. Â    Used books, rentals, and purchases made

outside of Pearson   If purchasing or renting from companies other than Pearson, the access codes

for Pearson&#39;s MyLab & Mastering products may not be included, may be incorrect, or may be

previously redeemed. Check with the seller before completing your purchase. Â     With traditional

linear algebra texts, the course is relatively easy for students during the early stages as material is

presented in a familiar, concrete setting. However, when abstract concepts are introduced, students

often hit a wall. Instructors seem to agree that certain concepts (such as linear independence,

spanning, subspace, vector space, and linear transformations) are not easily understood and

require time to assimilate. These concepts are fundamental to the study of linear algebra, so

students&#39; understanding of them is vital to mastering the subject. This text makes these

concepts more accessible by introducing them early in a familiar, concrete Rn  setting, developing

them gradually, and returning to them throughout the text so that when they are discussed in the

abstract, students are readily able to understand. Â   0134022696 / 9780134022697 Linear Algebra

and Its Applications plus New MyMathLab with Pearson eText -- Access Card Package  Â  Package

consists of:Â Â Â   0321431308 / 9780321431301 MyMathLab -- Glue-in Access Card  0321654064

/ 9780321654069 MyMathLab Inside Star Sticker  032198238X / 9780321982384 Linear Algebra

and Its Applications    Â 
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The text seems to have a habit of highlighting key terms the reader needs to learn, but occasionally

fails to define them clearly; I often found the bold key terms to be followed by examples of

applications of why the term is so important, but cannot find an actual definition of what the word

means. An example is when "determinants" are introduced. The following paragraphs praise their

existence, due to how useful they are in various formulas, but I could not clearly see a sentence that

(basically) starts off with, "determinants are...," making it more difficult to discuss them in class since

they are these abstract, seemingly definition-less tools.The text itself heavily encourages the reader

to actually read the book (which is a good thing), but I found the entire book to be a difficult,

pain-staking, and tedious exercise in sentence parsing; it was like reading a manual that was written

in a different language. This leads to confusion especially when answering the True/False

exercises, and it is absolutely unhelpful when the odd-numbered keys in the back simply say, "read

the text carefully." If I am reading the book as "carefully" as I can muster, and I misinterpret

something on the most fundamental level, not only do I now have to question if I am reading the

correct section of the text, but I also have to figure out where my interpretation had gone wrong with

absolutely no meaningful assistance from the author(s).
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